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The Newsletter Of The Friends Of Kinmel Hall 

 

BREAKING NEWS 
 

 

 
    

5TH MAY 2022 

THIS DATE SAW CHANGES TO THE 
POLITICAL MAP OF ENGLAND 

THIS WAS NO DIFFERENT IN 
WALES 

SEE HOW THIS MAY HELP INSIDE! 
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FRIENDS OF KINMEL HALL 
NEWSLETTER 

VOLUME 2 
5TH EDITION 

27TH MAY 2022 

 
In this edition of The Kinmelogue 

We will be giving the reader an insight into 
how the Friends of Kinmel Hall have evolved 
to meet with the changing situation with the 

Hall and the Council and our plans for moving 
forward. 
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THE COUNCIL OF REFERENCE 
 

Following the events of the 29th September 1975, 
it was feared that Kinmel Hall would be lost forever.  

With gaping holes in the roof and water pouring 
through the burnt out floors it was in a pitiful state. 

Three attempts had been made to have the 
majority of the Main Hall Demolished leaving only 
the Palladian Stable Block remaining untouched. 
Each attempt was blocked by the Secretary of State 
for Wales. 

Then one Sunday afternoon a car turned up the 
drive to the burnt out remains of the Hall. In the car 
was a Husband and Wife whose eldest Daughter had 
been a pupil at Clarendon before the fire. 

The Husband got out of the car in front of the 
gates, which were locked shut but he managed to 
climb over the fence and made his way into the 
gardens. 

There he met some people cutting the grass and 
he asked if he could look around the Hall. He 
climbed up the back staircase to see the extent of the 
damage. 

His next stop was at Plas Kinmel to see Major 
Fetherstonhaugh about restoring Kinmel Hall! 

The gentleman was Edmund David Vince a 
Christian Businessman who already had a 
Conference Centre in East Sussex which he had 
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created from a Prisoner of War location into a 
thriving Conference Centre. 

When everything was agreed with the owners of 
the Estate and the authorities, he started the 
gargantuan task of restoring the Hall. 

To help him do this he brought together a group 
of people with various skills and expertise in areas he 
had little or no knowledge of. 

Eddy gave this group of advisers the name : - 

‘THE COUNCIL OF REFERENCE’ 

In 2021, with the permission of the Vince 
Family, The Friends of Kinmel Hall created its own 
‘Council of Reference’ to help and advise them with 
the best way to move things forward with both the 
Friends of Kinmel Hall and the plans for the future 
including the Building Preservation Trust we are in 
the process of creating at the moment. 

In its early days, The Council met infrequently 
because of personal commitments and the effects of 
COVID-19. 

The last meeting was held on the evening of 
Wednesday 20th April via Teams. 

At this meeting it was suggested and agree that 
the C.O.R. would meet on the last Thursday of each 
month via Teams between 6pm – 8pm. These times 
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were to allow the various members of the C.O.R. to 
join in as and when it was convenient with them. 

The Second meeting was held at 6pm on 
Thursday 26th May 2022. 

At this meeting the following points were 
discussed: - 

 OFF THE GROUND – The C.O.R. were 
shown the photographs and the Drone 
footage taken for the Auctioneers in 2021 
which had just been GIVEN to The Friends 
of Kinmel Hall. It truly shows the sad state 
the Hall has fallen into since 2011. 
 

 COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTIONS – 
May 5th had seen  a lot of changes to the 
political map of North Wales. 54 Councillors 
were either elected or re-elected to   County 
Borough Council. On the advice of the 
Heritage Trust Network’s Adam Hitchings, 
all of these Councillors were contacted to 
introduce the topic of Kinmel Hall to them 
all right at the start of their new term in 
office. To date 44/53 Councillors have 
verbally agreed to meet with the Friends of 
Kinmel Hall to be brought up to speed with 
what is going on and what we are trying to 
do to save this National Icon from total loss. 
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 A letter drafted by the Chairman of The 
Friends of Kinmel Hall to these Councillors 
and Senedd Members was discussed prior to 
it being sent out to those who had agreed in 
principal to meet us. 

 
 ESTABLISHING NEW CONTACTS – 

Thanks to Social Media we were made 
aware of another project that is taking shape 
in Manchester – Hopwood Hall  is a Grade 
II* historic house in Middleton, Greater 
Manchester, England, which was 
the ancestral country home of the landed 
gentry family of Hopwood who held it from 
the 12th century, passing to the Gregge 
family – which is slowly being brought back 
to life by a descendant of the Hopwood 
Family who was born and brought up in 
Holland, Michigan, USA – but has moved 
lock stock and barrel to Manchester to 
restore his Ancestral Home. We are pleased 
to announce that he has responded to emails 
sent to him by the Friends and has agreed to 
speak to us once he returns from his 
publicity tour in America. 

 
 On Friday 13th May two members of the 

Friends of Kinmel Hall met with relatives of 
the Kinmel Estate Gardener from the 1870’s 
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– George Homer Beckett and the Vaughan 
family who also worked on the Estate. The 
information, memorabilia and photographs 
they brought with them were spell-binding. 
Two of the photos appear on the Front Page 
of this edition of ‘The Kinmelogue’. The top 
image is of the Fireplace at Lleweni Hall 
near Denbigh. The bottom image is what is 
known as The Sunken Drive but it was 
taken prior to the building of the Palladian 
Stable Block in 1855!

 
 
This, we believe, is what is known as The 

Golden Lodge???! 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 
23rd June at 18.00hours. 
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 News from the friends 

The Letters to the Chief Executive are 
continuing and so if any of The Friends of Kinmel 
Hall wish to register their comments/concerns or 
have questions for the Council. May I respectfully 
request that they send them to 

nesfieldscrown@outlook.com 
and we will forward them to the relevant 

person in the Council via our established lines of 
communication. Please feel free to ask whatever 
comes to mind. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nesfieldscrown@outlook.com
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ADAM HITCHINGS   CLLR ANTONY BERTOLA 
ALEX MILL   CLLR AUSTIN ROBERTS 

ALEX STUART GOULD   CLLR CAROL BEARD 
ALISON RICHARDS   CLLR CHARLIE MCCOUBREY 

AMANDA VENABLES   CLLR CHERYL CARLISLE 
ANDREW BENNETT   CLLR CHRIS BROCKLEY 

ANDREW DAVIDSON   CLLR CHRISTOPHER CATER 
ANDREW SUMNER   CLLR DAVID JONES 

ANDREW WILLIAMS-FRY   CLLR ELIZABETH ROBERTS 
ANDY HODNETT   CLLR EMILY OWEN 
ANDY MCKINNEY   CLLR FRAN BRADFIELD 
ANNA MCEVOY   CLLR GEOFF STEWART 

ANNA WHITE   CLLR GORONWY EDWARDS 
ANNE SMITH   CLLR IFOR G. LLOYD 

BARBARA WHITBY   CLLR JACOB WILLIAMS 
BEN OAKLEY   CLLR JO NUTTALL 

BETTY WATTS   CLLR JOHN ROBERTS 
BIRGITTA WILSON   CLLR JULIE FALLON 

BRUCE BICKERTON   CLLR  KAY REDHEAD 
CARL YAPP   CLLR  KEITH EELES 

CAROLINE KERNAN   CLLR LOUISE EMERY 
CAROLYN THOMAS   CLLR MICHAEL PRIESTLEY 

CARRIE BAXENDALE-COX   CLLR MICHAEL SMITH 
CATH STEWARD   CLLR NIGEL SMITH 

CHARLIE CULVERWELL   CLLR PAUL LUCKOCK 
CHRISTINE J ORME   CLLR PENNY ANDOW 

CHRISTOPHER BROOK   CLLR ROS GRIFFITHS-WILLIAMS 
CLAIRE DARRAH   CLLR SHARON DOLEMAN 

CLLR ALAN HUNTER   CLLR SIAN GRADY 
CLLR CHARLIE MCCOUBREY   CLLR STEPHEN PRICE 
CLLR D FETHERSTONHAUGH   CLLR SUSAN SHOTTER 

CLLR MARK BAKER   CLLR THOMAS MONTGOMERY 
PAULINE HEAP-WILLIAMS   CLLR TREVOR STOTT 

  CLLR ABDUL  KHAN   CLLR TRYSTAN LEWIS 
  CLLR ALAN HUNTER   CYNG GWENNOL ELLIS 

GAVIN LOWRY 
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GILL SMITH BOYES CURTIS SHEA 
GWEN STAVELEY DARREN MILLAR 
GWYN L. JONES DAVE THORNEYCROFT 
HAROLD BURROWS DAVID ALDERMAN 
HAY CASTLE DAVID CHATTERLEY 
HEATHER JONES DAVID GALLACHER 
IAN LANG DAVID HALL 
IAN TAYLOR DAVID JONES 
IHBC JAMES DREW DAVID POWELL 
INNES MATHIESON DAVID PRICE 
ISOBEL KIA DAVID VINCE 
JACOB VINCE DEBBIE AND KEN DAVIES 
JANE PARRY EVANS DEBBIE VINCE 
JANET FINCH-SAUNDERS DELYTH MCRAE 
JEREMY MUSSON DESIREE PENNINGTON 
JO BENNETT DIANA MALSHER 
JOANNA DAVIDSON DICKON FETHERSTONHAUGH 
JOHN D CROSBY DOMINIC COLE 
JOHN DARLINGTON DOROTHY AGNEW 
JOHN GOODALL DR AMY BOYINGTON 
JOHN LAWSON-REAY DR H W FLEMING 
JOHN ROBINSON DR JOHN E DAVIES 
JONATHAN FENTON-VINCE DR JONATHAN BERRY CADW 
JOSHUA VINCE DR PETER WAKELIN 
JOY CRANSTON DR R PAUL EVANS 
JOY SCOTT DR SHAUN EVANS 
JUDITH ALFREY DWYNWEN 
JUSTIN ALBERT EDDIE VASS 
KATE DARRAH EDWARD BLAKEMAN 
KATE REES ELAINE BOXHALL 
KATHRYN ROBERTS ELEANOR CARPENTER 
KEN AND LIZ WARD ELGAN JONES  

FRANCIS DOWNER 
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LISA FIDDES PETER HOWELL 
LISA TASTEVIN PETER WELFORD 
LLION SCOTT RACHEL TULSIE 
LORD JULIAN FELLOWES RHODA MCGOWAN BONEY 
LORD LANGFORD RICHARD BADDELEY 
LORD LIEUTENANT OF CLWYD RICHARD BARLEY 
LORD MOSTYN ROB CHAMBERS 
LUCIE CARAYON ROB SHELLEY ITV WALES 
LUCY E WILLIAMS SAM ROWLANDS 
LUISA PETERLONGO SARAH CASRSON FITZWATER . 
MARGARET DUNN SCOTT HANDLEY 
MARGARET RUTH ALFORD SIMON BAYNES MP 
MARIAN MARTIN SIMON JENKINS 
MARK ISHERWOOD SIR T. INGILBY 
MAROUSSIA OAKLEY ST GEORGE SCHOOL 
MARQUISS OF ANGLESEY STEPHEN WEEKS 
MARTIN JONES STEPHEN WELCH 
MARY SOLDAN SUE HILLIER-SMITH 
MATT OSMONT INSALL TERRY COLE 
MICHAEL DAY TIM & SIMONE VINCE 
MICHAEL FITT TIMOTHY COOKE 
MICHAEL TREE TOM ELLIS AI LAW 
MICHELE TURNER TOM LLOYD 
MICHELLE TREVOR OSBORNE 
NATALIE KENNY VALERIE PALMER 
NICHOLAS KINGSLEY VANESSA THORPE  
NICK MORRIS VICKI COX 
PAMELA TOWILL   
PAULINE JONES   
PENNY ICKE   
PETER AND JANET MARSHALL   
PETER GOODCHILD   
PETER HARE   
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