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Peter Hare — Private Clients
(Co-founder & former MD of Royal Warrant hoid: & Humphreys Ltd)

An open letter.... 30" October 2020
Kinmel Hall, Abergele.

I consider myself fortunate to have a career that has brought me close to many of the Nation's finest buildings
and monuments.

From the grandeur of our royal palaces to the magnificence of our castles. From cathedrals with domes that
reach up to the heavens, to the breath-taking country estates where the sound of hooves and carriages still
echo in their gravel courtyards.

Buildings built by man to suit man. To defend territory, house their families or simply to reflect their wealth.
They are places where we can identify periods of time, admire the changes in architectural style, set locations
and embroil ourselves in their history with those who shared their walls before us. Buildings have become
places where our soul allows our present to meet our past.

Buildings may be built of stone wood or brick, but they have their own lives, individual charm and their own
odd characteristics. Although they appear to have greater resilience, they are In-fact no less vulnerable than
those that built them.. To keep us healthy we may need to see our GP, perhaps have scan to probe and check
all is ok... similarly a building needs the attention and maintenance of a craftsman and occasionally they need a
condition survey to assess and report the broader issues.

Some buildings open their doors, they welcome us and share the beauty of their interiors allowing us to
embrace their history, whilst others have simply been left with the memories of better times.

Kinmel Hall is such a property. Like an elderly grandparent with a past steeped in history, Kinmel should be
respected and preserved and able to engage with society. It is appalling that Kinmel Hall continues to be
neglected, she has been left with little to no maintenance and desperately requires a condition survey to
identify those emergency tasks needed to prevent further deterioration. If action is not taken soon the future
of Kinmel Hall is in jeopardy and her history will become another photograph on the wall,

Owners of historic buildings are custodians with a key to our local and national identity. Recelving the keys
comes with significant social, moral and legal responsibilities. What is happening at Kinmel is totally
naceer bIeandasasodetympsmustbcukantopmmth«furthnrdodlm.

: d properties destroyed by accidental fire and flood and those have been terrible enough. But in
s for a principal property to be destroyed by neglect is perhaps the worst architectural crime of all.
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